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LEIGHTON–LINSLADE TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MARKET SUB COMMITTEE

THURSDAY, 17 MAY 2018 AT 10.00 AM

Present:   Councillors M Freeman (Chair)
K Cursons (Vice-Chair)
C Palmer
C Perham

Also in attendance: M Saccoccio, Town Clerk
V Cannon, Head of Cultural and Economic 
Services
M Jahn, Committee Officer
A Harrison, Markets Manager

Members of the public: 1
Members of the press 0

        The Chairman opened the meeting by welcoming those present. 

100/MK APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence had been received from Councillor T Morris 
(substituted by Councillor C Perham) and Councillor S Cotter (substituted by 
Councillor C Palmer) and Councillor D Bowater.

101/MK DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Members were asked to declare any interests, including the nature of those 
interests, which they had in any of the items under consideration at this 
meeting.  No declarations were made

102/MK QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC (3 minutes per person; maximum 15 
minutes)

A question was raised regarding agenda item 5 Appendix A, General Market 
Update, Trader Recruitment and Retention as to whether the 2018/2019 
targets of an increase of 1 stall was still the expectation.  It was confirmed 
that this target was put in place at the time the plan was developed and had 
not been reviewed yet.  

Mr D Gibbins, Market Trader Representative, also raised a question 
following a meeting on Tuesday evening where the implementation of the 
new pitch fee structure was discussed.  Mr Gibbins also stated he was 
concerned about the future of the market where 3 traders were facing an 
increase in rent over the next 12/24 months which could cause a problem 
long term. A copy of a petition with 26 signatures stating the loyalty rent 
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reduction being unfair was held up by Mr Gibbins and the Chair confirmed 
that Councillor G Perham would be meeting with the Market Manager to go 
through the process of calculating pitch fee charges. If any problems or 
difficulties are identified they would be addressed after the meeting. The 
Chair confirmed that there is a need for a representative on the Committee.

103/MK MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

The Sub-Committee received the draft minutes of the previous meeting, held 
on 1 February 2018 for consideration. 

RESOLVED that the minutes of the Markets Sub-Committee meeting 
held on 1 February 2018 be approved as a correct record and were 
signed accordingly.

104/MK MARKET GENERAL  UPDATE

The Sub-Committee received an update report on market activity from the 
Market Manager including information on delivery against market plan 
targets, trader recruitment and access to the High Street on market days.  
Following a barrier review where no barrier had been in place on the 
Tuesday market it was decided to reinstate the barrier due to hazards 
encountered to ensure the space is managed appropriately. This would have 
financial implications but the difference would be covered within the current 
year budget allocation.

Councillors discussed the targets set and agreed these need to be reviewed 
and should be more realistic when originally set.  Projected figures were not 
as good as they should be however in the current national trend of markets 
declining Leighton Buzzard market was continuing to remain buoyant and 
evolve.  
 
RESOLVED to –

1.1 note the report
1.2 endorse minor amendments to Market Documents listed below 

which take into account the introduction of the general Data 
Protection Regulations (GDPR) requirements:

(a) Rules and regulations
(b) Charity stall guidelines
(c) Temporary day licence
(d) Leighton Buzzard Market Licence and schedules
(e) Trader Application Form
(f) Trader Risk Assessment
(g) Alcohol Sales and Associate Trader form

RECOMMENDED to the Cultural & Economic Services Committee to 
endorse the draft guidelines regarding use of the market for Councillor 
Surgeries (see Appendix A).
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105/MK MARKET BUDGET REPORT

The Sub-Committee received a budget report for January to March 2018. 

RESOLVED to note the report.

The meeting closed at 11.17 am. 

I HEREBY CONFIRM THAT THE FOREGOING IS A CORRECT AND ACCURATE 
RECORD OF THE MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY, 17 MAY 2018. 

Chair                          16 AUGUST 2018  
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Appendix A

LEIGHTON BUZZARD MARKET

MARKET PITCH BASED ELECTED COUNCILLOR SURGERIES

It is understood that the market provides a natural focal and gathering point for 
residents and visitors alike. 

It follows that it can provide both an opportunist and planned gathering mechanism 
for reaching out to members of the public inviting feedback on Town Council services 
and town-wide issues. 

As part of the Town Council’s ambition to explore and develop client-centred 
methods for residents to communicate with their Elected Councillors, a market pitch 
shall be made available for Councillor Surgeries, in order to engage with the public. 

In planning these surgeries, Elected Councillors are sensitive to the importance of 
maintaining the integrity of the market and its existing operational guidelines. 

Surgery pitches guidelines:

 Town Council and Central Bedfordshire Council elected Councillors will be 
held on separate market days.

 Town Council Councillor surgeries may operate on the 1st Saturday of the 
month at no charge.

 Central Bedfordshire Councillor Surgeries shall be permitted a pitch at a 
charge of £10 per attendance.

 Elected Councillors only will be permitted to attend market surgeries.

 The market shall not be a venue for Political purposes or canvassing, as per 
the formally endorsed current guidelines for Charity stalls. 

Minute Item 104/MK
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